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depressed classes and what about solving the problem of Hindu-
Muslim unity ? What help can the Labour Government give you
as regards these questions? Your future lies in your own hands.
If you get sweet-balls, they will be made of stones.

(The Hindu, 18-2-1924

101.   ANSWERS TO DREW PEARSON'S QUESTIONS*
[After February 5, 1924]2
Mr. Gandhi is recuperating in the mountain air of Poona, just a few
miles from Yeravda prison in which two years of confinement so broke his health
that unconditional release by the British Government was necessary.
His first statement, when interviewed, was :
I shall resume my activities for the attainment of swaraj just
as soon as I am restored to complete health.
What course would he take ?    He answered quietly :
I still believe it possible for India to remain within the British
Empire,   I still put implicit faith in non-violence, which, if strictly
followed by India, will invoke the best in the British people.   My
1 In a letter of March 26,  1924,  from New York, to Devdas  Gandhi,
Drew Pearson threw light on the manner in which the script of the *'interview"
was prepared for release.    Enclosing "the copy of the interview with father
which you so kindly cabled me recently,"    Pearson went on to write,    "You
will note that the editor has taken certain privileges with the interview by dating
it as cabled from India.    My original article explains that the interview was
cabled by you.    The interview appeared in about 50 papers in the United
States, the list of which I enclose, together with 8 papers in Australia and New
Zealand, 3 in Japan and China, 4 in Canada and was sent to other papers in
Brazil, Argentine, Chile, Mexico, Cuba, South Africa and Hawaii.    You will
note that I have enlarged a little bit on your skeletonized cable.    In such places
where you referred to the fact that your father's views do not change, I looked
up his views as recorded in speeches and clippings from Young India and used
such as a basis for enlarging the interview.    I did this rather in a hurry and
there was not time for your approval, but I trust it will be satisfact6ry for you."
Acknowledging  Devdas Gandhi's letter of March 7, Pearson wrote again on
April 15, thanking him for his  "trouble   and  thoughtfulness in  telegraphing
the message  from   your father.    As I told you in   an earlier letter,   it   was
published widely all over the United States.    I trust your father did not object
to my quoting from his past speeches and writings * . . The telegram arrived in
its original form without censorship."
Earlier, Drew Pearson had sought Sir George Lloyd's permission to visit
Gandhiji in jail, which was refused. For an account of his interview with
the Governor, vide Appendix VI.
2 The answers were obviously given after Gandhiji's release on this date*